
Vestal Conservation Advisory Commission 
Minutes of the October 15, 2015 meeting 

Present: Curt Pueschel, Linda Green, Victor Lamoureux, Cindy Stephens-Westerman 

Guest and prospective member: Philip Grayson, Chief Operator of Endicott Waste Water Facility  

The minutes of the September 2015 meeting were approved by e-mail.  The next regular meeting 
of the CAC is scheduled for November 19, 2015.   

We received a reminder from the Town that on December 31 the terms of Shep Bennett, Cynthia 
Westerman, Victor Lamoureux, Curt Pueschel, and Adam Flint will expire and that there is a 
vacant alternate position.  All present with expiring terms indicated that they are willing to 
continue for another term, and the Town will be informed of this fact.  Curt will confirm with 
Adam that he would like to move from alternate to a full member position and that he is willing 
to serve as the Vestal representative to the Environmental Management Council.  Renewal of 
Shep Bennett, whom we have not heard from since the beginning of year will not be requested.  
Curt contacted Mike Restuccia, who has a year left in his appointment but has not been able to 
attend for many months owing to work obligations.  Mike does not foresee a change in his work 
schedule and intends to resign his appointment.  Our guest, Mr. Grayson, will send a resume to 
Curt, which will be forwarded to the Town with a request that he be appointed as a member.  
Curt has invited another prospective person to attend the November meeting. 

Victor reported on a meeting that he had with Jerry Michael a long-time member of the New 
York Forest Owners Association and a volunteer involved in spraying hemlocks in the IBM Glen 
and Ross Park to protect them from the hemlock woolly adelgid.  In contrast to treatments to 
combat the emerald ash borer, chemical treatments of hemlocks to control the woolly adelgid are 
both effective and affordable.  The spray is applied to the trunk, and can be done quickly and at 
modest cost.  When necessary, volunteers clear low branches so the sprayer can gain quick 
access to the trunk of the tree.  If left untreated, adelgid infestations will kill a tree within a span 
of 4-10 years.  The pesticide being used will provide protection for about seven years.  
Biological controls are being tested, and it is hoped that these controls will be effective and 
widely available by the time the pesticide treatment wears off.  Spraying requires a pesticide 
applicator license, but homeowners can trench around tree and apply the pesticide into the 
ground.  Although pesticide treatment has a cost, it is trivial (as little as $6/tree for the chemical) 
compared to removal and remediation of erosion caused by loss of the trees.  Loss of hemlocks 
in steep stream corridors, one of their favored habitats, will increase erosion, make the streams 
warmer, more flashy, and more prone to flooding.  Hemlock is of marginal commercial value so 
pre-emptive cutting may be less cost-effective than spraying.  The possibility of selective 
spraying within Town parks should be considered.  
Victor also reported that he discussed with Mr. Michael the declining state of the eastern 
deciduous forest.  Mr. Michael noted that regeneration of the forest is being severely limited by 
deer, which browse away the saplings, but also by the hay-scented fern, which have the dual 
unfortunate features of casting a deep shade on the forest floor and being unpalatable to deer.  
Regeneration of desirable tree species is difficult when both these factors are in place. 

The discussion then turned to the planned informational brochure to help citizens identify ash 
and hemlock trees so they can determine whether they will have to address emerald ash borer or 
hemlock woolly adelgid infestations on their properties.  Steve needs only a photo of an ash twig 
to complete the layout. 
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